James L. "Jim" Scalet
July 2, 1930 - March 5, 2020

James Lee “Jim” Scalet
Jim Scalet, 89, of Tulsa, Oklahoma, died March 5, 2020 at St. Francis Hospital surrounded
by his loving family. Jim was born July 2, 1930 in Pittsburg, Kansas, to Angelo and
Margaret Scalet and lived the majority of his young life there. He graduated from St.
Mary’s High School in 1948 and attended Pittsburg State University. He played football
there until he started working the nightshift at the railroad as a switchman to help pay for
college. Jim went on to become an insurance adjuster for General Adjustment Bureau
(GAB) in Pittsburg, Kansas. The job took him to Clinton, Missouri where he met the love
of his life, Ellen Rentchler, and they were married for 62 years. Jim and Ellen moved to
Tulsa in 1965 and were members of St. Pius X Catholic Church for over 50 years. Jim
retired from GAB after 32 years and, within a few weeks, came out of retirement, much to
Ellen’s relief. He worked as an adjuster for Townsend Claim Service for over 25 years
before retiring the second time at age 85.
Jim was an avid sports enthusiast especially for the Bishop Kelley Comets. He attended
many football, baseball, and basketball games taking pride in his “advisory role” to all the
athletic officials and was quick in helping them make the “right call”. In the future, the
Comets will have their #1 fan and booster looking down on them from heaven.
Besides sports and his family, Jim’s passion was bargain shopping, buying salvage, and
trading/repairing cars that he quoted as being “an easy fix”. His house and office were
often filled with his special buys and bargains. Each of his kids had a variety of “easyfixers” before they were 25 years of age!
Jim was preceded in death by his parents, his beautiful wife Ellen, his sister, Pat Stuckey
and daughter, Dr. Jane Scalet Scott. He is survived by his children, Chris Scalet (Kathy)
of Miramar Beach , Florida, Anne Scalet of Tulsa, and Meg Wilson (Brian) of Broken
Arrow; grandchildren, Dr. Rebecca Scott of Dover, Delaware, Jake Scott (Claire) of Tulsa
and Sarah Beth Scott of Tulsa, Jasmine, Loren, Abby and Matthew Scalet of Tulsa,

Hannah Connelly (Morgan) of Oklahoma City, Michael Scalet of Fort Worth, Texas, and
Andrew Scalet (Nyia) of Memphis, Tennessee, Meredith and Maddie Wilson of Broken
Arrow; great-grandchildren, Ava and Aiden Connelly, Payton Scalet , Gracelynn Minton
and Kieran Scott; sister-in-laws, Ann Roach and Eloise Kipp of Overland Park, Kansas
and many nieces and nephews.
In lieu of flowers, the family kindly requests donations be made to the St. Pius Endowment
Fund or Bishop Kelley Athletics. Visitation: 6-7 pm Friday followed by a Rosary: 7 pm both
at Fitzgerald Southwood Colonial Chapel. Mass of Christian Burial: 10 am Saturday at St.
Pius X Church.
Fitzgerald Southwood Colonial Chapel, 918-291-3500.

Comments

“
“

Kimra Hays - March 11 at 09:40 AM

Seeing the picture of Jim that was posted with his obituary, is exactly how he looked
the last time I saw him - over 20 years ago. I, too, was in the insurance industry, and
met Jim when he was with GAB. I knew when my insured&#39;s claim got assigned
to Jim, they were in excellent hands. Lowell Townsend was lucky to have had Jim on
his payroll after Jim&#39;s first retirement. Both men were fair, fun, and ethical, and
always smiling . . .which I will always do when thinking of Jim.

Sandy Brownlee - March 11 at 08:44 AM

“

So sorry to hear of Uncle Jim&#39;s passing. He will be missed so much. In my heart
I I know he is at peace with Ellen and Jane. I have fond memories of our family being
together when we were kids. Especially when we came to Tulsa. Such fond
memories.\r\n\r\nLove, Beth

Melinda Dechant - March 09 at 10:44 AM

